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DARTON  (YORKS)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
33  Queens  Road, 
BARNSLEY 


July,  1964 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Wadsworth.  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  eighth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  district 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 

A most  marked  change  was  in  the  peri-natal  mortality 
rate,  which  at  21.0%  is  the  lowest  since  my  records  began. 
For  the  second  year  running  the  infant  mortalilty  rate  was 
extremely  low  at  8.6  per  1,000,  almost  identical  with  last 
year’s  figure  of  8.4.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  approximately 
average. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
and  this  was  accompanied  by  9 new  notifications.  This  is 
a considerable  increase  and  serves  to  remind  us  that  we  must 
be  increasingly  vigilant  in  our  efforts  against  this  disease. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr. 
Fieldhouse  for  his  great  help  and  loyal  co-operation,  and 
also  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee 
for  their  interest  that  they  always  show  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  health  of  the  district. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BARNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DARTON 


SECTION  I 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Area  

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid  1963  

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate 

Book  on  the  31st  December,  1963  

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1963 
Nett  Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (1963/64) 


4,718  acres 

14,500 

4,733 
£326,302 
£1,283  18  Od. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  at  mid 
1963  was  14,500,  compared  with  14,320  at  mid  1962.  The 
natural  increase  in  population,  showing  the  number  of  births 
over  deaths  was  98  as  compared  with  91  in  the  previous  year. 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  .... 
Illegitimate 


Totals 


Males  Females  Total 

114  114  228 

2 3 5 


116  117  233 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  was  5 less  than  in 
1962.  As  for  the  previous  years  the  Registrar  General  sup- 
plied a comparability  factor  which  related  the  proportion  of 
women  in  the  district  of  child-bearing  age  with  the  proportion 
of  women  in  a standard  population.  The  crude  birth  rate 
multiplied  by  this  figure  gives  an  adjusted  birth  rate  which  is 
comparable  with  the  birth  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole. 
The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  your  district  last  year  was  15.9 
per  1,000  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  16.3  per 
1,000  estimated  population  for  1962  and  with  18.2  per  1,000 
estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

Illegitimate  births  represented  2.1%  of  total  births, 
compared  with  4,6%.  in  the  previous. year. 

Stillbirths 

5 stillbirths  were  notified  last  year,  compared  with  6 in 
1962.  One  stillbirth  was  illegitimate.  The  stillbirth  rate  was 
21.0%  per  1,000  total  births  as  compared  with  24.6%  per  1,000 
total  births  in  1962,  and  with  17.3  per  1,000  for  England  and 
Wales.  K 

Deaths 

Ie  adjusted  death  rate,  which  is  the  crude  death  rate 
multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor,  was  11.9  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  13.8  per  1,000  esti- 
mated population  in  1962,  and  with  12.2  per  1,000  estimated 


population  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  135  deaths 
among  the  inhabitants  of  your  district,  12  fewer  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical 
importance  were : heart  and  circulatory,  cancer  and  respir- 
atory diseases.  Statistics  relating  to  death  rates  and  causes 
of  death  in  age  groups  are  given  in  tabular  form  at  the  end 
of  the  section. 

Accidental  Deaths 

There  were  four  accidental  deaths  during  the  year,  and 
1 give  below  classification  by  age  and  sex : 


Sex 

Age 

M 

23 

Road  Accident 

M 

54 

Accident  at  work 

F 

75 

Home  Accident  (Fall) 

F 

82 

Road  Accident 

Infant  Mortality  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality 

There  were  two  infant  deaths  in  your  area  in  1963,  with 
an  infant  death  rate  of  8.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  8.4  per  1,000  live  births  in  1962,  and  with  20.9  per  1,000 
live  births  for  England  and  Wales.  Neither  infant  death 
occurred  within  the  neo-natal  period. 

The  peri-natal  mortality  was  21.0,  compared  with  28.7 
in  the  previous  year  and  compared  with  31.1  in  the  West 
Riding  County  area.  Unfortunately,  no  national  peri-natal 
figure  is  published. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  of  age 

Total  Total 

under  under 

Under  1-2  2-3  3-4  four  1-3  3-6  6-9  9-12  one 

Cause  of  Death  1 wk.  wks.  wks.  wks.  weeks  mths  mths  mths  mths  year 

Accident  ....  — — — — — — 1 — — 1 

Broncho- 
pneumonia . . — — — — — — — 1 — 1 


ALS  . 

. — — 

— — 

— — l 

1 — 2 

Live 

Still- 

Deaths  in  first 

Perinatal 

Y ear 

Births 

Births 

week  of  life 

Death  Rate 

1955 

198 

5 

2 

34.4 

1956 

245 

15 

10 

96.1 

1957 

215 

5 

5 

45.4 

1958 

235 

6 

2 

33.1 

1959 

222 

4 

2 

26.5 

1960 

237 

2 

4 

25.1 

1961 

226 

5 

2 

30.3 

1962 

238 

6 

1 

28.7 

1963 

233 

5 

_ 

21.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


Darton 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

West 

Riding 

England 

and 

Wales 

Urban 

Urban 

Admin. 

(prov. 

District 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

Birtli  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  

16.1 

17.9 

18.2 

18.2 

Adjusted  

15.9 

18.4 

18.3 

18.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  

9.4 

12.7 

12.0 

12.2 

Adjusted  

11.9 

13.6 

13.3 

12.2 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

excluding  Tuberculosis  but 
including  Venereal  Disease 

0.05 

0.04 

Not 

available 

Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  

0.14 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

Other  ....  

0.07 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

All  forms  

0.21 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

Cancer  

1.52 

2.04 

1.94 

2.18 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  

1.17 

2.02 

1.85 

Not 

available 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

4.07 

4.8 

4.53 

Not 

available 

Respiratory  diseases)  

1.10 

1.72 

1.57 

Not 

available 

Maternal  Mortality  

— 

0.5 

0.45 

0.28 

Infant  Mortality  

8.6 

22.8 

23.0 

20.9 

Stillbirths  

21.0 

19.2 

18.7 

17.3 
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SECTION  11 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer  of  the 
Council,  but  is  engaged  on  whole-time  Public  Health  work, 
being  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  surrounding 
districts  and  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Division  No.  25 
of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  Two  Public  Health 
Inspectors  are  employed  by  the  Council. 


General  Hospitals 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  are  given 
below.  Their  administration  rests  with  the  Leeds  and  Sheffield 
Hospital  Boards  through  the  local  hospital  management 
committees. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board : 

1.  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

2.  General  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

3.  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board: 

1.  The  United  Group  Hospital,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

4.  Mount  Vernon  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

All  in ; ectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnslev.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  with 
the  hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulance  for  the  service. 


Maternity  Hospitals 

Maternity  cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following- 
hospitals  : 


St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley 
Many  gates  Hospital,  Wakefield. 
Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown 


V!  1 services  of  the  Jessup  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  the 
Maternity  Hospital  at  Leeds,  were  also  available  for  abnormal 
obstetric  cases. 
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Tuberculosis 

Most  patients  suffering  from  the  disease  are  admitted 
to  the  Wath  Wood  Sanatorium,  and  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  the  Chest  Physician  who  holds  out-patients’  sessions  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  46  Church  Street,  Barnsley.  Details  of 
sessions  are  as  follows: 


Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday, 


10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  nearest  centre  for  Darton  patients  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley. 

Address:  Special  Treatment  Centre, 

Queens  Road, 

BARNSLEY. 


Other  centres  are  situate  at  Sheffield,  Wakefield,  and 
Rotherham,  and  a patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is 
at  liberty  to  attend  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment  is 
completely  confidential. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Methodist  Chapel, 
Gawber,  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  at  Darton  Welfare  Centre, 
Station  Road,  Darton,  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and  at  the 
Wesleyan  Chapel,  Staincross,  on  Thursday  afternoons.  All 
clinics  are  held  weekly.  Further  details  are  given  in  the 
County  Services  section. 

Laboratory  Service 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Wakefield — a national  service  under  the  control 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is  equipped 
tf>  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations, 
and  a complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and  report 
furnished  for  every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  chemical  analysis  were  examined  bv  the  Public  Analyst 
at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  The  depot  for  your  area  is  at  Hovland, 
Telephone  No.  Hovland  3168  and  Hovland  2112. 
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SECTION  III 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  1963 
amounted  to  186  cases,  compared  with  191  cases  in  the 
previous  year. 


No.  of 

case* 

notified 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

Pneumonia 

6 

Measles  

144 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  .... 

1 

TOTAI 

186 

Scarlet  Fever 

35  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified  during  the  year, 
compared  with  33  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Just  over  half 
the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  but  other- 
wise the  disease  was  well  scattered  in  time  and  place. 

Measles, 

144  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  last  year,  compared 
with  155  cases  in  the  previous  year.  It  does  appear  in  Darton 
that  Measles  has  lost  its  periodicity  because  this  is  a disease 
which  reaches  epidemic  proportions  in  alternate  years. 
However,  your  total  figures  do  mask  a picture  showing  the 
disease  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the  district  in  alternate 
years.  The  disease  in  1963  was  mostly  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year. 

Smallpox 

No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  during*  the  year.  30  child- 
ren were  vaccinated  against  the  disease  in  1963,  compared 
with  538  children  in  1962.  In  last  year’s  report  I anticipated 
that  the  memory  of  the  public  would  be  short  lived,  and 
unfortunately  this  forecast  has  proved  to  be  only  too  true. 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

No  case  of  any  of  these  diseases  was  notified  during  the 
year.  The  position  with  regard  to  Diphtheria  and  Whooping 
Cough  immunisation  was  that  statistics  remained  almost 
exactly  stationary  with  70.9%  of  the  pre-school  children 
immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  and  with  70%  of  the 
total  child  population  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 
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Immunisation  against  Tetanus  showed  some  increase 
when  280  children  received  primary  courses  and  99  children 
received  booster  doses,  compared  with  225  and  53  respectively 
in  1962. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 
Immunisation  against  the  disease  continued  and  in  1963,  235 
children  and  51  others  received  protection  with  3 doses.  This 
brings  the  total  number  protected  with  three  doses  since  the 
beginning  of  the  scheme  to  4,695,  and  of  these  807  children 
of  primary  school  age  had  received  a fourth  dose. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  9 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  compared  with  3 cases  in  the  previous 
year.  3 deaths  from  the  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS— Record  of 


No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  1st  lanuarv, 

1963  _ .... 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  Register 
No.  of  cases  added  to  Register  otherwise 

than  by  notification  

No.  removed  to  other  districts 

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 

Register  

No.  died  from  Tuberculosis 
No.  died  from  other  causes 


Cases  during  1963 


Pulmonary 

Non-  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M F 

42 

30 

8 5 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

2 

2 

2 

1 



1 



TOTAL  at  end  of  1963 


45  32  9 5 


TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1963 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 


A ge  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

0-  1 

year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5 

years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5-10 

years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

vears 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

vears 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

vears 

— 

— 

1 

— 

35-45 

vears 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

years 

1 

— 

2 

— 

55-65 

years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Over 

65  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

9 

1 

3 

— 

13 


SECTION  IV 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


To  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Darton  Urban  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventeenth  Annual 
Report  which  I have  tried  to  make  as  interesting  and  as 
informative  as  possible. 

The  Health  Committee  met  ten  times  during  1963  and 
submitted  114  Resolutions  and  recommendations  to  the 
Council.  The  year’s  highlights  were  the  fore-sighted  decision 
to  introduce  the  Paper  Sack  System  of  refuse  collection  and 
to  apply  a Bonus  Scheme  for  ashbinmen  ; the  increase  in  our 
efforts  to  popularise  Standard  Grants ; the  administration  of 
the  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  and  the  stepping  up  of 
the  pressure  upon  owners  to  provide  adequate  yard  paving 
for  their  properties.  Special  mention  should  also  be  made  of 
the  decision  to  allow  all  future  pre-fab  re-lets  to  be  allocated 
to  tenants  from  slum  properties  which  is  reported  upon  more 
fully  in  the  Slum  Clearance  Section. 

We  have  certainly  had  a very  interesting  and  busy  year 
and  I am  sincerely  grateful  for  the  support  you  have  given  to 
me  in  1963  to  make  it  so. 

The  report  follows  the  same  pattern  as  those  of  previous 
years  and  is  divided  into  sections  which  indicate  the  variety 
of  duties  which  we  perform  in  our  efforts  to  safeguard  the 
health  of  the  people  of  our  area. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  SECTION 
Nuisances  and  Complaints 

361  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  during 
1963,  and  383  nuisances  were  discovered.  As  a result  of  the 
official  action  taken  480  nuisances  were  found  to  have  been 
abated  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  this  figure,  as  usual,  includes 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  outstanding  from  the  previous 
year. 
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Notices  served  and  abated 

157  Informal  notices  were  served  affecting  194  premises. 
171  Informal  notices  were  abated  affecting  229  premises. 
20  Statutory  notices  were  served  affecting  27  premises. 
48  Statutory  notices  were  abated  affecting  80  premises. 


Rodent  Control 

The  following  shows  the  action  taken  in  1963  to  comply 
with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949: — 

Sewer  Tests  (annually) 

Total  number  of  manholes  in  the  district 527 

Number  of  manholes  tested  (10%  yearly)  ....  52 
Number  of  manholes  found  to  be  infested  ....  6 


Sewer  Treatment  as  a result  of  Test 

Number  of  manholes  treated  with  poison  baits  52 
Number  of  manholes  showing  poison  “takes”  ....  6 


Refuse  Tips,  Sewage  Works  etc.  (local  authority 

Number  of  premises  treated 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  

Number  of  poison  baits  laid 

Number  of  poison  “takes”  


owned) 

7 

7 

63 

44 


Dwellinghouses  etc. 

Number  of  premises  treated  .... 
Number  of  poison  baits  laid  .... 
Number  of  poison  “takes”  .... 


46 

132 

63 


In  addition  to  the  above  treatments  101  packets  of  ready- 
mixed  poison  bait  were  issued  to  householders  requesting 
assistance  to  eradicate  rats  or  mice.  Close  co-operation  is 
maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  particularly  with  the  work  undertaken  in  the  sewers. 


Insect  Pests 

Every  help  to  all  who  seek  it  is  given  by  my  Department, 
to  eradicate  flies,  wasps,  crickets,  cockroaches,  ants,  silver- 
fish  and  other  insect  pests.  Adequate  supplies  of  up-to-date 
insecticides  are  kept  in  stock,  and  free  issues  are  made  to 
householders  willing  to  help  themselves  to  eradicate  such  pests. 
20  householders  took  advantage  of  this  service  during  1963. 
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Clean  Air 

The  following  table  shows  the  monthly  reading  ot  the 
apparatus  sited  at  the  Council  Offices  for  recording  rainfall 
and  pollution  in  the  air  of  Darton. 


Amount  of  rainfall 

Tons  of  soot  etc. 
deposits  per 

Month 

in  inches 

square  mile 

lanuary 

0.81 

26.47 

February 

0.81 

14.16 

March 

1.94 

19.19 

April 

1.99 

15.16 

May 

1.02 

9.83 

June 

3.99 

21.54 

July 

3.88 

11.14 

August 

3.07 

9.56 

September 

1.35 

7.48 

October 

1.08 

8.48 

November 

4.32 

13.25 

December 

0.54 

12.35 

24.80 

168.01 

The  168  tons  of  soot  deposits  per  square  mile  show  an 
increase  of  1 1 tons  over  those  for  1962.  This  tonnage  year 
after  year  shows  a lamentable  waste  of  valuable  heat  emitted 
from  our  chimneys.  In  terms  of  coal  these  soot  deposits 
amounted  to  nearly  1,250  tons  wasted  last  year  in  Darton  and 
in  terms  of  money  approximately  £12,000  was  thrown  away — 
nearly  £1  each  per  man,  woman  and  child  living  in  the  area. 
Bearing  in  mind  that  these  emissions  are  also  injurious  to 
health,  harmful  to  buildings  and  vegetation  there  is  no  doubt 
that  we  are  paying  heavily  to  be  poisoned  and  deprived  of 
a clean  healthy  atmosphere.  The  Council  has  in  the  past 
been  mindful  that  the  production  of  coal  is  the  main  industry 
of  its  area  but  when  the  interests  of  the  miners  appeared  to 
be  being  better  safeguarded  on  the  question  of  concessionary 
coal  a definite  start  was  planned  in  1963  to  pursue  a policy  of 
cleaner  air  in  the  interests  of  public  health.  The  first  smoke 
control  area  was  defined  and  preliminary  moves  were  made  to 
carry  out  a detailed  survey.  Unfortunately  due  to  threatened 
shortages  of  premium  gas  coke,  so  popular  for  use  in  domestic 
fire-grates,  a temporary  set-back  occurred  which  we  hope  will 
be  overcome  in  1964. 

In  the  meantime  the  Council  keep  up-to-date  on  the 
subject  of  clean  air  by  continuing  its  membership  of  the 
Barnsley  and  District  Clean  Air  Committee  and  subscribing 
to  the  West  Riding  Clean  Air  Advisory  Council.  The  latter 
body  in  fact  sponsored  a Mobile  Clean  Air  Exhibition  which 
visited  Darton  for  one  week-end  in  November.  The  apathy 
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of  our  people  towards  clean  air  however  seemed  to  be  reflected 
in  the  attendance  figures  which  amounted  to  no  more  than 
twenty  adults  and  about  the  same  number  of  inquisitive 
children.  The  Exhibition  seemed  a complete  waste  of  time 
to  us  yet  there  were  glowing  reports  of  its  success  in  some 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  area  it  toured. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 

No.  of  dwellings  on  mains  water  supplies  4,729 

No.  of  dwellings  on  spring  water  supplies  4 

No.  of  dwellings  with  bathrooms  3,536 

No.  of  waterclosets  in  the  area 6,552 

No.  of  pail  closets 19 

No.  of  privies  (an  isolated  farm)  1 

No.  of  middens  (an  isolated  farm)  1 

No.  of  dustbins  in  the  area  (emptied  weekly)  5,022 

No.  of  paper  sack  refuse  receptacles  (emptied  weekly)  24 

No.  of  street  litter  bins 97 

No.  of  cesspools  2 

No.  of  septic  tanks  27 

No.  of  premises  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer  ....  93 

Mere  figures  never  tell  the  full  story.  Ideally  an  area 
should  have  no  privies,  middens,  pail  closets,  septic  tanks  or 
cesspools  and  all  premises  should  be  on  the  public  sewerage 
system.  Every  house  should  have  its  own  vvatercloset  and 
its  bathroom.  All  houses  should  be  provided  with  mains 
water.  Year  after  year  we  strive  to  achieve  these  ideals 
because  we  know  that  the  better  the  environmental  hygiene 
of  an  area  the  better  the  health  of  the  people  in  that  area  is 
safeguarded.  Ten  years  ago  for  example  we  had  as  many 
as  76  cesspools,  49  privies,  37  middens  and  only  1,797  houses 
had  bathrooms.  Comparing  only  these  few  figures  with 
those  of  1963  at  the  beginning  of  this  paragraph  it  will  be 
apparent  that  the  efforts  we  have  made  over  the  years  have 
not  been  in  vain. 


Noise  Abatement 

No  complaints  were  received  in  1963  but  the  people  of 
Higham,  Barugh  Green  and  Gawber  1 know  continued  to  be 
troubled  with  the  vehicular  noises  from  the  Opencast  Coal 
Site  at  Barugh  Green.  They  knew  that  the  Council  did  its 
utmost  for  them  to  secure  a certain  suppression  of  the  nuis- 
ance so  apparently  they  became  resigned  to  an  attitude  of 
tolerance  whilst  they  looked  forward  at  the  same  time  to  the 
final  cessation  of  noise  when  the  site  is  at  long  last  worked 
out. 


Yard  Paving 

In  last  year’s  Report  1 gave  details  of  the  informal  efforts 
made  to  secure  better  yard  paving  which  a special  survey 
had  revealed  was  required  for  784  houses.  That  year  ended 
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with  over  half  of  these  houses  being  made  to  comply  with  the 
Council’s  standards.  In  1963  our  efforts  continued  with  regard 
to  the  remainder,  even  to  the  extent  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  of  offering  to  engage  contractors  and  supervising  the 
work  on  behalf  of  owners.  Several  owners  took  advantage 
of  this  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  still  remained  nearly 
200  houses  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary  paving  works. 
Our  efforts  will  continue  in  1964  with  even  greater  difficulty 
because  it  is  already  apparent  that  there  are  some  reluctant 
owners  who  will  try  to  take  advantage  of  the  patient, 
persuasive  methods  we  have  so  far  operated. 

Water  Supplies 

Only  four  of  our  4,733  dwellings  are  not  on  the  public 
mains  water  supplies.  Their  sources  are  from  natural  springs 
which  are  tested  yearly  in  case  pollution  occurs. 

Radio-activity 

No  scares  from  bomb  fall-out  therefore  no  action  on  this 
subject  was  taken. 

HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE  SECTION 


Housing  accommodation  in  the  area 

No.  of  privately-owned  dwellinghouses  ....  3,261 
No.  of  Council-owned  dwellinghouses  ....  1,337 
No.  of  dwellings  with  shop  attached  ....  74 

No.  of  dwellings  at  farms 29 

No.  of  dwellings  at  licensed  premises  ....  27 

No.  of  caravan  dwellings  5 


Total  No.  of  dwellings  in  the  area  ....  4,733 


Houses  built  in  1963 

109  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  twelve 
bungalows  were  erected  in  Bretton  Road  by  the  Council. 
The  Council  own  28  per  cent,  of  all  dwellinghouses  in  the  area. 

House  Repairs  and  Improvements 

715  visits  were  made  during  1963  in  order  to  secure  the 
i epair  of  221  houses  which  had  become  the  subject  of  sanitary 
notices.  No  applications  were  received  from  tenants  for 
certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act  1957. 

Last  year  1 reported  that  the  administration  of  the 
standard  Grants  procedure  had  been  transferred  to  my 
epartment  and  that  we  had  made  a preliminary  start  to 
publicise  the  benefits  it  could  bring  to  occupiers  of  properties 
lacking  bathroom,  hot  water  and  food  storage  facilities'  The 
response  to  our  publicity  began  to  be  felt  in  1963  and  by  the 
end  ol  the  year  the  results  of  our  efforts  were  as  follows:— 
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No.  of  houses  improved  under  Grant 26 

No.  of  baths  installed  15 

No.  of  hot  water  services  installed  16 

No.  of  internal  waterclosets  installed 21 

No.  of  wash  basins  provided 17 

No.  of  food  stores  provided  or  improved  1 

At  the  close  of  the  year  it  became  e\en  more  apparent 
that  we  would  be  kept  busier  than  ever  on  this  work.  The 
number  of  weekly  applications  almost  doubled  and  at  long 
last  owners  are  realising  that  to  improve  their  properties 
under  the  Grants  scheme  is  not  only  the  receipt  of  a cash 
present  but  it  is  a remunerative  investment  of  their  own 
money  as  well. 

Back-to-back  and  Single-back  houses 

By  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  only  21  back-to- 
back  houses  in  the  area  and  138  single-back  houses.  Whenever 
opportunity  arises  we  try  to  secure  the  abolition  of  such 
houses  bv  improvement  grants  or,  if  the  cost  of  improvements 
is  prohibitive  the  houses  are  either  closed  or  demolished  under 
the  slum  clearance  programme. 

Caravan  Dwellings 

The  Council  do  not  encourage  this  form  of  sub-standard 
housing  and  have  adopted  strict  standards  to  be  complied  with 
as  recommended  by  the  Caravan  Act.  Three  sites  only  have 
been  approved,  accommodating  a total  of  five  caravans — one 
at  Staincross  (1  van),  one  at  Gawber  (1  van)  and  one  at 
Darton  f3  vans).  Little  trouble  was  experienced  with  travel- 
ling van  dwellers  parking  on  unlicensed  land.  By  now  they 
are  well  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  offer  little 
resistance  when  recpiested  to  move  on. 

Slum  Clearance 

Owing  to  high  building  costs  and  lack  of  stable  building- 
land  the  Council  again  found  themselves  unable  to  build 
houses  especially  for  slum  clearance.  The  system  of  allocat- 
ing one  Council  house  re-let  in  seven  continued  during  1963, 
but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council,  realising  that 
progress  on  slum  clearance  was  painfully  slow,  gave  it  a 
slight  boost  by  deciding  to  allocate  all  future  pre-fab 
bungalow  re-lets  to  slum  families  in  addition  to  the  one-in- 
seven system.  The  closing  or  demolishing  of  slum  houses 
which  happened  to  become  vacant  from  whatever  other  cause 
was  also  pursued  so  that  some  progress  was  actually  achieved 
as  follows: — 


No.  of  houses  closed  under  Order  ... 
No.  of  houses  demolished 


No.  of  persons  re-housed  .... 
No.  of  families  re-housed  .... 


48 

13 

11 

16 


19 


Following  the  visit  to  Darton  in  1963  of  two  special 
representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment who  were  apparently  disturbed  at  our  poor  rate  of 
progress  in  slum  clearance  the  Council  sought  fit  to  appoint  a 
Housing  Sub-Committee  popularly  known  as  the  ‘Ginger 
Group’  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  make  every  effort  to  acquire 
building  land.  It  is  hoped  that  success  will  result  from  their 
deliberations. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
Meat  Supplies 

We  have  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
namely  Birkinshaw’s  at  Station  Road,  Darton,  and  Brown’s 
at  Towngate,  Mapplewell,  which  are  used  by  four  Darton 
butchers,  two  Royston  butchers  and  two  butchers  from 
Barnsley.  Most  of  the  meat,  however,  sold  in  the  seventeen 
meat  purveyor’s  shops  in  our  area  is  from  animals  slaughtered 
in  Barnsley  which  I know  has  been  thoroughly  inspected  at 
the  time  of  slaughter. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963 

These  new  regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
October.  One  of  their  main  purposes  is  to  eventually  secure 
one  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  food  animals  slaughtered 
in  every  slaughterhouse,  abattoir  and  bacon  factory  in  the 
country.  We  in  Darton  were  already  inspecting  the  carcases 
and  offals  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area  but  the  regu- 
lations now  demand  more  detailed  inspection  culminating  in 
an  indelible  mark  being  stamped  on  the  carcases  to  prove  it 
has  been  inspected  and  to  define  the  inspector  and  his  local 
authority.  The  regulations  permit  charges  to  be  made  which 
have  been  fixed  in  Darton  as  follows:  Beef  carcases  l/6d., 
calf  and  pig  carcases  6d.  and  sheep  carcases  3d.  It  will  be 
apparent  that  since  1st  October  we  have  had  to  spend  more 
time  than  hitherto  on  every  visit  made  to  our  slaughterhouses, 
not  only  to  carry  out  the  more  detailed  inspection  but  to 
supplement  it  with  the  stamping  of  the  carcases  and  the 
issuing  of  inspection  chits  (for  later  use  in  the  preparation  of 
invoices  and  the  keeping  of  records). 

Meat  Inspections  and  Condemnations 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  in  our  two  slaughterhouses  during  1963. 

Inspection  of  Condemnation* 


Animals  Slaughtered 

Bullocks  

400 

Meat  (lbs) 

180 

Offal  (lbs) 

214 

Heifers  

381 

150 

110 

Cows  

18 



26 

Calves  

14 

20 

4 

Sheep  

495 

— 

13 

Totals  .... 

1308 

350 

367 

20 


The  next  table  is  inserted  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  apart  from  indicating  that  fewer  animals 
nowadays  suffer  from  disease  processes  it  also  shows  the 
complete  absence  of  tuberculosis  in  animals  slaughtered  in 


our  area. 

Cattle 

(excluding 

Sheep 

and 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

781 

18 

14 

495 

— 

Number  inspected  

(a)  All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

781 

18 

14 

495 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned  .... 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 

20 

2 

1 

4 

other  than  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Tuberculosis  only 

8.4 

11.1 

7.1 

1.2 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned  . 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  

(c)  Cysticercosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 

Milk  Supplies 
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Thirty-one  milk  distributors  are  registered  by  the  Council. 
Eight  of  these  deliver  from  door  to  door  and  the  remainder 
retail  milk  in  sealed  containers  only  from  twenty-two  shops 
throughout  the  area.  Although  we  have  ten  dairy  farms  in 
the  district  all  their  milk  is  sold  to  either  the  Co-operative 
or  the  Express  Dairies  who  supply  most  of  the  milk  to  the 
urban  district. 

There  are  no  heat  treatment  plants  within  the  area. 

Milk  Sampling 

Sampling  for  adequate  fat  content  or  for  the  presence  of 
added  water  is  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  but  we  regularly  carry  out  the  sampling  of  designated 
milk  to  determine  that  it  has  been  produced  under  hygienic 
conditions  and  in  the  case  of  heat  treated  milk  to  determine 
whether  or  not  it  has  been  properly  produced  in  accordance 
with  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations.  Details  of 
the  24  samples  taken  in  1963  are  as  follows: — 


No.  of  Samples 

Results  of  Samples 

Designation 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Taken 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

(Pasteurised) 
Tuberculin  Tested 

7 

/ — 

(Farm  Bottled) 

2 

2 — 

Pasteurised  

5 

5 

Sterilised  

10 

10 

21 


Milk  which  is  not  heat  treated  may  contain  the  organ- 
isms which  can  cause  tuberculosis  or  brucellosis  in  man. 
For  years  we  have  taken  it  upon  ourselves  to  procure  samples 
of  raw  milk,  whether  produced  within  the  district  or  not,  to 
ascertain  the  safeness  of  such  supplies  in  these  respects.  Of 
the  eleven  samples  taken  in  1963  none  were  affected  with 
tuberculosis  but  three  were  found  to  be  infected  with 
brucellosis.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  immediately  took 
the  necessary  action  to  render  safe  the  supplies  from  these 
sources. 

Ice-Cream  Supplies  and  Sampling 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district, 
but  50  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  this 
popular  commodity.  All  of  them  retail  the  prepacked 
products  of  well-known  manufacturers.  Ice-cream  is  also 
retailed  from  mobile  vans  whose  proprietors  are  also  well 
known  to  us. 

In  order  to  ascertain  that  the  different  makes  of  ice- 
cream sold  in  the  area  are  clean  and  safe  we  obtain  samples 
from  time  to  time  and  submit  them  for  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  Seven  such  samples  were 
obtained  in  1963  and  reported  upon  as  follows: — 

Provisional  Grades 

Satisfactory1  Unsatisfactory 

Grade  I Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

Other  Foods — Inspections  and  Sampling 

The  sampling  of  other  foods  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
they  are  of  the  nature,  substance  or  quality  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  sampled  by 
the  officers  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  but  the  fitness 
or  otherwise  of  these  foods  for  human  consumption  falls 
within  our  scope  of  duties.  Our  advice  is  often  sought  by 
housewives  who  are  doubtful  of  their  purchases  and  by  shop- 
keepers who  prefer  to  secure  a ruling  on  the  fitness  of  their 
doubtful  commodities.  There  was  the  odd  occasion  in  1963 
when  it  necessitated  our  having  to  trace  two  cases  of  apples 
to  two  of  our  shopkeepers  after  they  had  been  reported  to 
be  contaminated.  Fortunately  the  report  had  been  mis-quoted 
but  the  incident  served  to  prove  that  we  can  act  quickly  and 
efficiently  whenever  any  foodstuff  threatens  public  health. 

One  sample  of  dairy  cream  was  taken  and  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Food  Premises 

An  essential  link  in  the  chain  of  the  safeguarding  of  food 
supplies  is  that  all  premises  in  which  food  is  manufactured, 
stored  and  sold  must  conform  to  the  highest  possible 
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standards  of  hygiene.  One  of  our  duties  as  public  health 
officers  is  to  keep  records  of  all  such  premises  and  to  visit 
them  regularly  to  ensure  that  the  law  relating  to  clean  foods 
is  adhered  to.  A list  of  the  premises  existing  in  Darton  is 
as  follows : — 

13  Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages, 
potted  meat,  preserved  foods  etc. 

17  Butchers'  shops. 

73  General  food  shops. 

50  Shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

20  Catering  establishments. 

1 1 Bakehouses. 

14  Fried  fish  shops. 

2 Slaughterhouses. 

27  Public  Houses  and  Clubs. 

14  Hawkers’  food  storage  premises. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  a very  satisfactory  standard 
of  hygiene  exists  in  all  the  above  premises.  A further 
important  link  is  that  all  food  handlers  should  practice  strict 
adherence  to  cleanliness,  and  personnel  are  therefore  not 
overlooked  during  our  visits  of  inspection. 

Mobile  Food  Shops 

80  proprietors  of  food  vans  are  on  the  register  we  keep 
under  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Act,  1951,  as  hawkers  of  food.  Frequent  inspections  are  made 
of  the  vans  when  encountered  to  make  sure  that  proper 
methods  of  food  hygiene  are  complied  with. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SECTION 

Duties 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  all  refuse  contained  in  5,022  refuse  bins  and  24 
paper  sacks,  the  cleansing  of  twro  cesspools  and  19  pail  closets, 
the  sweeping  and  gully  emptying  of  over  18  miles  of  non- 
county roads,  and  the  collection  of  salvage  from  houses  and 
shops.  Intermittent  duties  also  arise  like  tipsoil  spreading, 
tip  fencing,  depot  and  vehicle  maintenance  and  the  snow 
clearing  of  roads  and  streets  of  half  the  district  in  winter 
time.  The  other  half  is  undertaken  by  the  Highways  Depart- 
ment. The  keeping  of  the  necessary  records  throughout  the 
year  facilitates  the  preparation  of  the  following  paragraphs. 

Staff  and  hours  worked 

The  total  cleansing  staff  was  seventeen  men  throughout 
1963,  comprising  one  staff  supervisor,  one  driver/mechanic 
who  is  also  in  charge  of  the  cleansing  depot,  three  refuse 
vehicle  drivers  and  twelve  labourers.  The  forty-two  hour 
five-day  week  was  worked  throughout  the  year  and  the  total 
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number  of  hours  actually  worked  was  34,165^.  2,167^  hours 

were  lost  through  annual  holidays  and  a further  2,788^  hours 
were  lost  through  sickness  and  other  causes.  The  latter 
figure  is  424|  hours  more  than  last  year. 

Protective  Clothing 

Two  boiler  suits  arc  issued  to  every  man  each  year  as 
protective  clothing  and  when  engaged  on  snow  clearing  each 
man  is  equipped  with  gum  boots.  Leather  g'loves  and  eye 
shields  are  also  available  to  the  men  who  find  it  necessary  to 
use  same  in  their  work. 

Vehicles 

The  department  operates  one  modern  14  cubic-yard 
Shelvoke  and  Drury  Fore  and  Aft  tipper,  two  seven  cubic- 
yard  Dennis  refuse  vehicles  and  a Dennis  multi-purpose 
vehicle  which  is  used  for  street  sweeping,  cesspool  emptying, 
snow-clearing  and  other  miscellaneous  duties. 

13,913  miles  were  travelled  by  the  vehicles  in  1963. 
Each  vehicle  is  serviced  every  week-end  and  re-painted  ever) 
four  years  which  has  considerably  lengthened  their  life  as 
can  be  readily  appreciated  when  I report  that  the  two  Dennis 
vehicles  are  thirteen  and  ten  years  old  respectively,  and  the 
multi-purpose  vehicle  is  eleven  years  old. 

Depot 

The  Cleansing  Depot  is  situated  fairly  centrally  to  the 
whole  district  at  Barugh.  It  comprises  a large  garage  with 
mechanic’s  workshop,  a messroom,  two  storerooms  and  a 
paper  baling  shed.  We  consider  that  we  have  one  of  the  best 
depots  for  its  size  in  this  locality. 


Refuse  Tips 

Our  main  refuse  tip  is  at  the  Canal  Bed  which  is  used 
on  four  of  the  five  days  each  week.  Blacker  refuse  tip  at 
Staincross  is  used  on  the  fifth  day.  Although  there  is  plenty 
ui  space  at  tne  Canal  Bed  the  proposed  new  Motorway  when 
constructed  will  deprive  us  of  two  year’s  tipping  so  it  became 
necessary  towards  the  end  of  1963  to  open  negotiations  to 
secure  the  use  of  a derelict  railway  cutting  nearby.  Steps 
were  also  taken  to  re-open  Bloomhouse  Tip  which  had  to  be 
abandoned  many  years  ago  because  of  underground  fires. 
In  1963  following  a period  of  experimenting  with  a hired 
vehicle  the  Council  purchased  a tractor  shovel  to  level  and 
consolidate  the  refuse  on  the  tips.  The  machine  completes 
its  work  in  far  less  time  than  with  manual  labour  and  it  is 
then  put  to  use  on  miscellaneous  duties  mainly  for  the 
Highways  Department. 
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Refuse  Collections 

Apart  from  holiday  times  when  our  system  is  unavoidably 
disturbed,  every  dustbin  is  emptied  weekly.  The  experimental 
use  of  paper  sacks  for  refuse  storage  continued  throughout 
1963  so  successfully  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year  an 
important  decision  was  reached  by  the  Council  to  install  600 
units  in  Kexbrough,  known  as  Phase  I.  This  comes  into 
operation  on  the  1st  January,  1964  and  we  have  every  con- 
fidence that  once  the  few  teething  troubles  which  always 
beset  new  systems  are  dealt  with  this  step  will  be  the  most 
revolutionary  one  ever  taken  by  the  Council  in  the  field  of 
public  cleansing.  It  is  hoped  to  provide  a more  hygienic,  less 
noisy  and  far  quicker  method  of  refuse  collection  at  little 
extra  cost  and  will  certainly  improve  the  working  conditions 
of  the  cleansing  staff. 

Street  Sweeping 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  sweeping  of  ninety- 
two  non-county  roads  and  streets  with  a sweeping  distance  of  over 
18  miles.  During  the  sweeping  of  each  street  every  gully 
in  that  street  is  also  cleansed.  There  are  some  900  street 
gullies  altogether. 

The  street  sweeping  team  unfortunately  is  far  too  often 
depleted  when  its  members  are  drafted  to  other  duties  in  the 
cleansing  department,  which  prevents  a regular  and  frequent 
street  sweeping  service  being  adhered  to.  Nevertheless  349 
streets  were  swept  and  3,122  gullies  were  emptied  during  1963. 

Continuing  our  efforts  to  campaign  against  litter  the 
Council  decided  to  purchase  more  litter  bins  in  1963.  In 
addition  to  the  13  Advertiser’s  litter  bins  the  Council  now 
have  84  of  their  own  so  sited  that  almost  every  street  in  the 
district  has  its  own  litter  bin. 

Bin  Bonus  Scheme 

I regret  to  report  that  throughout  almost  the  whole  of 
1963  there  was  unrest  amongst  the  staff  of  the  cleansing 
department.  It  all  began  when  the  bin  rounds  had  to  be 
re-planned  in  January  to  put  the  newly  purchased  refuse 
vehicle  to  its  best  use.  Differences  of  opinion  arose  between 
the  staff  and  myself  on  this  point  but  1 knew  that  the  Council 
having  spent  over  £3,000  on  a larger,  more  modern  and 
specially  designed  refuse  vehicle  naturally  expected  it  to  be 
operated  so  that  it  had  a larger  output  than  the  smaller,  side- 
loading Dennis  vehicles  we  had  been  running  for  years. 
In  all  fairness  to  the  men  however  they  felt  that  as  other 
authorities  could  operate  a bin  bonus  scheme  to  benefit  both 
men  and  Council,  now  was  the  time  when  a new  system  was 
being  introduced  to  negotiate  one  in  this  authority.  The 
Council  finally  gave  its  permission  for  me  to  prepare  such  a 
scheme  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  agreement  was 


25 


reached  with  the  men  to  commence  operating  a bin  bonus 
scheme  in  January,  1964.  Next  year’s  annual  report  will 
contain  details  of  its  success  or  otherwise. 

Public  Cleansing  Costs 

Expenditure  incurred  by  the  Department  during  the 
financial  year  was  £1 1,678/6/ld.  on  wages  with  a further 
£5,415/3/8d.  for  costs  of  petrol,  vehicle  and  depot  repairs, 
tools  and  equipment,  rent  and  rates,  insurances  and 
miscellaneous  items. 

Salvage  Details 

The  total  income  derived  from  the  sales  of  waste  paper 
was  £991/3/6d.  in  1963.  This  is  £187/3/6d.  less  than  last 
year.  The  actual  tonnage  collected  (165)  was  slightly  less 
than  in  1962.  £407/8/ld.  was  paid  to  the  workmen  in  bonuses, 

leaving  a net  income  to  the  Council  of  £583/15/5d. 

Abandoned  Motor  Vehicles 

We  were  not  unduly  troubled  in  1963  by  the  apparently 
increasing  practice  throughout  the  country  of  owners 
abandoning  unwanted  motor  vehicles  on  spare  ground,  com- 
mon land  or  bye-roads.  Anticipating  that  someday  we  might 
face  this  problem  ourselves  the  Council  decided  on  a policy 
that  the  Cleansing  Department  should  act  as  quickly  as 
possible  by  removing  such  vehicles  to  the  refuse  tips  and 
charging  the  owner  if  found  with  a nominal  sum  to  defray 
the  costs  incurred. 


MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES  SECTION 


Business  Premises  etc. 

For  record  purposes  the  following  is  a list  of  the  various 
types  of  business  and  other  premises  in  the  area  : — 

No.  of  Factories  44 

No.  of  Shops  149 

No.  of  Clubs  and  Public  Houses 27 

No.  of  Farms  33 

No.  of  Chapels,  Churches  etc 21 

No.  of  Schools 9 

No.  of  Cinemas 1 

No.  of  Other  Business  Premises 68 


Factories 

Seventy-one  \isits  and  inspections  were  made  to  the  44 
factories  in  the  area,  mainly  with  regard  to  hygiene  in  toilet 
facilities.  On  no  occasion  was  it  necessary  to  send  a written 
notice  to  the  occupier  lor  a contravention  of  the  Factories 
Act.  On  three  occasions  contraventions  were  remedied  bv 
verbal  requests.  No  outwork  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
is  carried  on  in  the  district. 


Shops 

No  complaints  of  contraventions  of  the  Shop  Acts  were 
received  during  the  year.  Legislation  governing  hours,  half 
day  closing  etc.,  are  operated  by  the  County  Authorities. 
As  expected  the  new  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
was  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  in  1963  and  when  it  comes 
into  force  in  1964  the  provisions  contained  therein  will 
certainly  add  to  our  duties. 

Clubs  and  Public  Houses 

Most  of  our  visits  made  to  these  premises  in  1903  related 
to  the  toilet  accommodation  for  customers  which  must  be 
adequate  and  in  a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness.  Regard 
however  is  also  had  to  hygiene  in  the  bars  which  must  possess 
adequate  facilities  not  only  for  the  cleansing  of  drinking 
utens  Is  but  for  the  personal  hygiene  of  the  proprietor  and 
his  staff. 

Farms 

All  farms  in  our  district  are  adequately  provided  with 
sanitary  conveniences  for  their  workers.  Every  assistance  is 
also  given  towards  the  eradication  of  rats. 

Cinema 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  toilets  of  the  only  cinema 
in  the  area  continued  to  be  good  throughout  1963. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts 

At  the  end  of  the  year  thirteen  slaughtermen  appeared  in 
our  register  as  being  fit  and  proper  persons  to  hold  a licence 
to  stun  animals  intended  for  food.  Licences  are  issued 
annually. 

Pet  Animals  Act 

One  shop  exists  in  the  area  which  is  registered  under  the 
above  Act.  Only  the  occasional  pet  bird  is  kept  here  until 
sold.  Four  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 

Hairdressers 

Sixteen  premises  are  registered  under  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act.  Frequent  inspections 
were  made  in  1963  to  see  that  proper  methods  of  hygiene  were 
practised  to  conform  to  the  Council’s  bye-laws. 

Betting  Shops 

Adequate  toilet  and  hand  washing  facilities  are  our  only 
interest  in  these  premises  and  1 am  pleased  to  report  that 
our  efforts  to  secure  these  in  all  such  premises  are  proving 
fruitful. 

Office  Work,  Meetings  attended  etc. 

The  compilation  of  an  annual  report  would  be  impossible 
unless  records  were  kept  of  our  activities.  This  means  that 
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a certain  amount  of  time  must  of  necessity  be  spent  in  the 
office  not  only  to  attend  to  records  but  amongst  other  duties, 
to  deal  with  Governmental  returns,  prepare  letters,  interview 
people  and  do  business  on  the  telephone.  320  interviews,  for 
example,  were  granted  during  1963  which  gives  some  idea  of 
the  necessity  of  office  work  during  a year.  We  also  find  that 
49  meetings  had  to  be  attended  during  1963  not  only  to  those 
of  the  Council  and  its  Committees  but  to  some  which  took 
us  out  of  the  district  to  such  meetings  as  the  Clean  Air 
Advisory  Council,  the  Barnsley  and  District  Clean  Air  Com- 
mittee, the  South  Yorkshire  Workable  Area  on  Pests  Control, 
public  health  inspectors’  meetings  etc.,  which  must  be 
attended  if  we  are  to  keep  up-to-date  on  public  health 
activities  in  the  South  of  Yorkshire. 


Summary  of  Visits,  Inspections  and  Work  Done 
Dwellings 

Re  general  defects  

Re  drainage  

Re  ashes  accommodation  

Re  closet  accommodation  

Re  infectious  diseases  

Re  filth  and  vermin 

Re  offensive  accumulations  

Re  yard  paving 

Re  caravans  

Re  slum  clearance 

Re  improvement  grants 

Re  rodent  control  

Re  overcrowding  

Re  certificates  of  disrepair  

Re  Septic  tanks 

Water  sampling  

Miscellaneous  visits 


Food  Premises 

Confectioners’  shops  

Registered  food  preparing  premise; 

Butchers’  shops 

General  food  shops 

Slaughterhouses  

Re  milk  sampling  

Hawkers’  premises  

Bakehouses  

Catering  establishments  

Re  ice-cream  sampling  

Pried  fish  premises 

Public  houses  and  clubs 

Travelling  shops  and  vans  .... 

Ice-cream  shops  

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 


during  1963 

....  434 
....  269 
....  13 

4 

....  25 

....  35 

4 

....  477 
....  15 
....  115 
....  304 
....  75 

5 
8 
4 
3 

....  43 


2 

63 

81 

127 

270 

13 

5 

94 

41 

10 

20 

13 

16 

7 

13 
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Business  Premises 

Re  smoke  abatement  16 

Re  toilets,  etc.,  at  public  houses 12 

Re  rodent  control  3 

Factories  with  power  64 

Pet  animals  act  inspections 4 

Factories  without  power 7 

Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  shops 21 

Cinemas  2 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  20 

General 

Re  Public  cleansing 368 

Interviews  320 

Rodent  control,  council  properties  22 

Meetings  attended  49 

Drains  tested  62 

Houses  disinfested  (vermin) 2 

Ice-cream  samples  taken  7 

Noise  abatement  7 

Health  education  lecture's  etc 5 

T.R.  milk  samples  taken 11 

Pasteurised  milk  samples  taken  5 

T.T.  milk  samples  taken 2 

T.T.  (Past.)  milk  samples  taken 7 

Sterilised  milk  samples  taken  10 

Sanitary  survey 50 

Water  samples  taken  2 

Brucella  milk  samples  taken 8 

Piggeries  and  stables  etc 12 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  95 


FACTORY  ACT  1961 
PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  bv  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

Number  of  


PREMISES 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

. (1) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities 
(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

42 

(>4 

hy  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  .... 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

44 

71 

— 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “cases”.) 

No.  of  cases 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

in  which 

PARTICULARS 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

None 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

' 



(S.3)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

So  ends  my  report  on  our  activities  in  1963.  J personally 
feel  that  a great  deal  of  progress  to  safeguard  the  health  of 
the  people  we  serve  has  been  made  but  this  could  not  have 
been  achieved  without  the  support  1 continue  to  receive  from 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  in  general  and  the 
Health  Committee  in  particular.  I appreciate  the  confidence 
they  have  in  my  efforts  which  is  so  helpful  and  encouraging 
to  me  when  1 submit  recommendations  and  new  ideas  to 
attempt  improvements. 

1 am  also  fortunate  to  have  Mr.  Fred  Brough,  your 
additional  public  health  inspector,  who,  since  his  appointment 
in  January,  1963,  has  given  loyal  and  invaluable  service  and 
has  shown  so  much  proficiency  that  he  has  already  earned 
the  reputation  of  being  an  expert  on  many  of  our  duties. 
Mrs.  Minn  is,  my  secretary,  who  has  been  with  me  now  for 
nine  years  is  also  worthy  of  special  praise.  She  has  become 
so  efficient  and  her  typing  output  is  so  unbelievably  good  that 
without  her  my  department  could  not  possibly  function  as 
efficiently  as  it  does  today.  I express  my  thanks  too  to  all 
the  officials  and  staff  of  the  Council  who  could  not  possibly 
be  more  helpful  and  co-operative  towards  me. 

binally  my  sincere  thanks  go  to  Dr.  Barnes  for  continu- 
ing to  develop  that  excellent  spirit  of  co-operation  which 
exists  between  us.  It  is  always  a pleasure  to  me  when  I work 
alongside  him  on  special  assignments  and  I trust  that  this 
happy  state  of  affairs  will  continue  throughout  the  years  to 
come. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

IRVINE  F1ELDHOUSE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Cleansing  Superintendent 
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SECTION  V 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


R. 


Divisional 

BARNES,  M.A., 


Medical  Officer: 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer: 

E.  J.  Desmond,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (res.  Oct.,  1963) 

C.  G.  Oddv,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer: 

S.  G.  A.  HENRIQUES,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Clinic  Medical  Officers: 


Dr.  C.  B.  Ball 
Dr.  J.  Byrne 
Dr.  D.  J.  Fairclough 
Dr.  H.  W.  Gothard 
Dr.  G.  Ingram 
Dr.  K.  Mathers 


Dr.  W.  G.  S.  Maxwell 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

Dr.  M.  E.  Tapissier 

Dr.  L.  Taylor 

Dr.  J.  W.  Whitworth 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer:  Mrs.  C.  Dyson 


Health 

P.  M.  P.  Adkins  (Miss) 
(res.  Aug.,  1963) 

D.  Dyson  (Mrs.) 

(app.  July,  1963) 

D.  Gibson  (Mrs.) 

A.  M.  Harston  (Mrs.) 

M.  E.  Lee  (Miss) 

M.  Lloyd  (Miss) 


Visitors: 

G.  M.  Lodge  (Mrs.) 

F.  A.  Manley  (Mrs.) 

D.  M.  Parry  (Mrs.) 

C.  Totty  (Mrs.) 

M.  Tullie  (Mrs.) 

D.  Westerman  (Miss) 

A.  M.  Widdison  (Mrs.) 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor:  E.  Beever  (Mrs.) 
Clinic  Nurses: 

E.  Brannan  (Mrs.)  D.  Hodgson  (Mrs.) 

P.  M.  Hayes  (Mrs.)  T.  Woodcock  (Mrs.) 

(app.  Dec.,  1963) 


Mid  wives : 


S.  E.  Aitken  (Miss) 

(app.  Aug.,  1963) 

B.  Bailey  (Miss) 

B.  Burtoft  (Mrs.) 

C.  M.  Dempsey  (Mrs.) 

B.  Fitzpatrick  (Mrs.) 

M.  Hammerton  (Miss) 

B.  Horsfield  (Mrs.) 

T.  L.  Jones 

Home 

M.  Allen  (Mrs.) 

(res.  Feb.,  1963) 

M.  Bexon  (Mrs.) 

V.  Beech  (Mrs.) 

H.  Biegalski  (Mrs.) 

E.  Brooks  (Mrs.) 

F.  G.  Cartwright  (Mrs.) 

B.  Chapman  (Miss) 

E.  Cross  (Mrs.) 


T.  0.  Kilner  (Mrs.) 

(res.  Aug.,  1963) 

B.  Lounds  (Mrs.) 

D.  Newton  (Mrs.) 

A.  C.  Senior  (Miss) 

E.  A.  Staley  (Mrs.) 
M.  Walters  (Mrs.) 

L.  Wilson  (Mrs.) 

M.  Wroe  (Mrs.) 

Nurses: 

E.  Cross  (Mrs.) 

R.  Edwards  (Mrs.) 

K.  M.  Hanson  (Mrs.) 
M.  Jarvis  (Mrs.) 

(app.  March,  1963) 
M.  McConnell  (Mrs.) 
H.  Padgett  (Mrs.) 

B.  Parker  (Mrs.) 

C.  Wilson  (Mrs.) 


Mental  Welfare  Officers: 

Mrs.  M.  Whiteley  Mr.  B.  B.  Whiteley 

(res.  Aug.,  1963)  (app.  Dec.,  1963) 

Mr.  J.  Armitage 


Speech  Therapist:  Mrs.  S.  Holmes 
Senior  Clerk:  Mr.  L.  S.  Wrigg 


DIVISIONAL  REPORT 


Vital  Statistics 

A table  of  comparable  vital  statistics  is  shown  for  each 
of  the  County  districts  in  the  division.  This  may  be  of 
interest  to  each  authority  in  assessing  how  each  stand  in 
relation  to  each  other  and  in  relation  to  the  County  and 
National  statistics. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  area  in  1963 
was  1341  compared  with  1335  in  1962.  This  is  equivalent  to 
a crude  birth  rate  of  18.1  per  1,000,  compared  with  17.4  per 
1,000  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births 
was  62  as  against  49  in  1962,  and  this  gives  a figure  represent- 
ing 4.4%  of  the  total  births  compared  with  3.6%  in  the 
previous  year. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  33  stillbirths  during  the  year,  compared  with 
25  in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a stillbirth  rate  of  23.0 
compared  with  18.4  in  1962  and  with  17.3  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  division  after  the  addition  and 
subtraction  of  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  864  which 
was  68  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a crude 
death  rate  for  the  division  of  11.1  compared  with  10.4  in  1962. 
You  will  see  in  the  table  that  this  is  lower  than  any  figure 
for  individual  districts.  This  is  because  the  other  districts 
show  adjusted  rates,  and  unfortunately  no  adjusted  rate  is 
available  for  the  division. 

Infant  Deaths  and  peri-natal  mortality  rate 

There  were  41  infant  deaths  in  the  division  during  the 
year  of  which  27  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period.  This 
compares  with  23  and  14  respectively  in  1962.  These  figures 
represent  an  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  division  in  1963  of 
29.2,  as  compared  with  16.2  for  the  previous  year  and  20.9 
lor  England  and  Wales.  Although  we  may  expect  fluctua- 
tions from  year  to  year,  this  is  a very  real  increase  and  must 
be  regarded  with  some  concern.  The  biggest  relative  increase 
is  in  deaths  from  broncho-pneumonia  and  congenital  causes. 
I his  latter  group  is  varied  and  there  is  no  suggestion  of  anv 
increase  in  any  single  congenital  defect,  such  as  occurred  in 
the  Thalidomide  tragedy. 

1 he  peri-natal  mortality  rate  for  the  division  stands  at 
37.6  compared  with  31.1  for  the  administrative  county. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

Adjusted 

Adjusted 

Registrar 

Birth 

Death 

General’s 

Rate 

Rate 

Infant 

Peri-natal 

Estimate 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

Stillbirth 

Death 

Mortality 

District 

Acres 

Mid  1963 

pop. 

pop. 

Rate 

Rat^ 

Rate 

Cudworth  .... 

1,746 

9,140 

16.1 

15.3 

18.6 

57.0 

49.7 

Darfield  .... 

2,018 

6,910 

16.6 

13.1 

31.0 

48.0 

46.5 

Darton 

4,718 

14,500 

15.9 

11.9 

21.0 

8.6 

21.0 

Dodworth  . . . 

1,857 

4,110 

14.7 

12.7 

59.7 

31.7 

89.6 

Royston  .... 

1,452 

8,590 

18.2 

16.9 

22.7 

5.8 

28.4 

VVombvvell  . . . 

3,850 

19,120 

20.9 

14.2 

27.3 

33.2 

44.7 

Worsbrough  . . 

3,420 

15,180 

15.9 

16.1 

7.6 

30.8 

22.9 

Rates  -for  the 

Division  . . . 

19,061 

77,550 

18.1 

11.1 

23.0 

29.2 

37.6 

(crude) 

(crude) 

Rates  -for  the 

Administrative 

County  .... 

1,696,220 

18.3 

13.3 

18.7 

23.0 

31.1 

England  and 

Not 

Wales  .... 

18.2 

12.2 

17.3 

20.9 

available 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  was  one  death  during  the  year  attributable  to 
maternal  causes.  Investigation  did  not  reveal  that  this  was 
in  any  way  preventable.  The  maternal  mortality  for  the 
division  was  0.70  compared  with  0.50  for  the  administrative 
county  and  with  0.28  for  England  and  Wales. 

TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


Total 

under 


Cause 

Under 

1 wk. 

1-2 

wks. 

2-3 

wks. 

3-4 

wks. 

four 

weeks 

1-3 

mths 

3-6 

mths 

6-9 

mths 

9-12 

mths 

Total 

Prematurity 

13 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Congenital 

5 

4 

1 

— 

10 

2 

1 

1 

— 

14 

bronchopneumonia  . 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

— 

8 

Misadventure  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Haemalvtic  disease  . 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage  . . . 

i 

1 

1 

Renal  Vein 
thrombosis  .... 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

21 

5 

1 

— 

27 

6 

4 

4 

— 

41 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  against  the  disease  tel! 
sharply  during  the  year.  This  was  expected  as  the  figures  foi 
1962  contained  the  children  who  were  subjected  to  panic  meas- 
ures, due  to  the  proximity  of  cases  in  Bradford.  Nevertheless 
it  was  not  expected  that  the  number  vaccinated  would  be  so  low 
in  relation  to  1961.  which  was  a ‘normal’  year.  There  were  554 
children  vaccinated  in  1961,  1,516  in  1962.  and  only  218  in  1963. 


e below  shows  the  comparison. 

No. 

Vaccinated 

No. 

V accinated 

District 

1962 

1963 

Cudworth 

128 

7 

Darfield 

160 

44 

Darton 

538 

30 

Dodworth 

83 

10 

Royston 

221 

64 

Wombwell  .... 

172 

39 

Worsbrough 

214 

24 

Total 

1516 

218 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Comment  has  been  made  in  the  district  portion  of  the  report 
on  the  general  state  of  immunity  of  each  indiviual  area.  In  gen- 
eral there  has  been  a very  slight  decline  in  the  state  of  immunity 
against  Whooping  Chough,  and  there  has  been  a further  decline 
in  the  level  of  immunity  against  Diphtheria  with  72.3%  of  the 
under  15  population  protected  compared  with  76.8%  in  the 
previous  year. 


District 

Whcoping  Cough 
Immunisation 
0-4  years 

No.  % 

Diphtheria  Immui 

lisation 

Y ears 
0-15 

Y ears 

0-4 

Y ears 

5-15 

Cudworth  . . . . 

684 

78.0 

77.3 

71.0 

80.5 

Darfield 

448 

66.4 

83.8 

66.4 

94.8 

Darton 

827 

70.9 

70.0 

65.3 

72.5 

Dodworth  . . . . 

263 

79.5 

65.2 

79.5 

60.0 

Royston 

581 

82.0 

93.6 

89.5 

95.5 

Wombwell  . . . 

859 

51.4 

66.3 

54.8 

73.0 

Worsbrough  . . 

815 

61.0 

63.0 

61.0 

69.2 

TOTAI 

4477 

66.2 

72.3 

65.6 

74.9 

Tetanus  Immunisation 

Active  immunisation  against  Tetanus  has  been  steadily 
increasing  over  the  past  few  years.  This  has  two  benefits, 
firstly  it  protects  the  patient  against  tetanus,  and  secondly  it  does 
away  with  the  need  for  anti-tetanic  serum,  if  the  person  is 
injured.  The  latter  often  gives  rise  to  reactions  and  no  doctor 
really  likes  to  give  it  unless  it  is  strictly  necessary.  It  is 
important  that  parents  should  keep  a record  of  when  their 
children  were  immunised  against  tetanus  for  this  reason.  The 
following  table  shows  the  marked  increase  in  immunisation 
between  1962  and  1963  : 


District 

No.  immunised  against 
Tetanus  during  1962 

No.  immuni 
Tetanus  di 

sed  against 
uring  1963 

Primary 

Booster 

Primary 

Booster 

Cudworth 

153 

43 

214 

96 

Darfield 

105 

42 

563 

29 

Darton 

225 

53 

280 

99 

Dodworth 

97 

24 

309 

45 

Royston 

155 

55 

266 

113 

Womb  well 

281 

98 

1755 

92 

Worsbrough 

235 

58 

915 

125 

Total 

1251 

373 

4302 

599 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continued  during  the  year, 
though  not  at  such  a high  rate  as  hitherto.  The  Sabin  oral 
vaccine  was  used  exclusively  by  the  health  department.  During 
the  year  1,696  persons  were  vaccinated  with  three  doses  making 
a total  of  30,504  people  vaccinated  since  the  inception  of  the 
scheme.  In  addition  to  this  703  fourth  doses  were  given  as 
shown  in  the  table. 


District 

Vaccinated 
previous  to  31.12.62 

Vaccinated 
during  1963 

Total 

Cudworth  .... 

361 

14 

375 

Darfield 

603 

220 

823 

Darton 

686 

121 

807 

Dodworth  .... 

221 

4 

225 

Rovston 

457 

117 

574 

Wombwell  . . . 

874 

173 

1047 

Worsbrough  . . 

792 

54 

846 

Total 

3994 

703 

4697 

Table  showing  fourth  doses 
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School  Health  Service 

i his  service  continued  through  the  year.  There  was  again  a 
gap  in  the  service  in  part  of  the  division,  when  Dr.  Desmond  left 
in  October  and  Dr.  Oddy  arrived  in  December.  The  number 
of  children  rose,  because  in  fact  this  gap  was  not  as  long  as 
that  which  occurred  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
children  seen  at  specialist  clinics,  and  at  school  doctors  clinics 
remained  relatively  constant. 


School  Doctors  and  Specialist  Clinic  Attendances 


District 

Ear,  Nose 
Ophthalmic  and  Throat 

Paediatric 

Child 

Orthopaedic  Guidance 

School 

Doctcr 

Cudworth  . 

. . 133  40 

2 

64 

36 

188 

Darfield  . . 

. . 75  31 

— 

16 

6 

22 

1 )arton  . . . 

. . 218  78 

— 

53 

9 

151 

Dodworth  . 

. . 38  4 

— 

10 

2 

11 

Royston  . . 

. . 122  19 

— 

15 

— 

129 

Wombwell  . 

294  38 

10 

11 

45 

72 

Worsbrough 

157  32 

13 

24 

40 

62 

Mantoux  Testing  of  School  Entrants 

This  scheme  was  continued 

through  1%3,  am 

a total  of 

ix  children  were  found  to  be 

positive 

reactors.  All  of 

these 

children  were  positive  because  they  had  been  given 

B.C.G 

Vac- 

dilation  in 

early  life,  because  of 

some  contact  with 

the  desease. 

Although  t 

lis  kind  of  result  is 

not  very 

exciting,  it 

satisfies  us 

that  the  amount  of  unknown 

desease 

in  the  community  is 

minimal. 

Mantoux  Testing  Results 

Number  of 

Number  posit! 

ve 

children 

Number 

becau  ;e  cf 

Total 

District 

off  ered 

accepting 

BCG 

positive 

Cudworth  . 

...  161 

130 

3 

3 

Darfield  . . 

45 

39 

l 

1 

Darton  . . . 

. . . . 217 

184 

1 

1 

Rovston  . . . 

....  161 

126 

— 

— 

Wombwell  . 

. . . . 46 

39 

— 

— 

Worsbrough 

. . . 235 

191 

1 

1 

Total  .... 

. . . . 865 

709 

6 

6 

37 
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Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  domiciliary  midwifes  was 
609  compared  with  630  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  814 
institutional  confinements  compared  with  742  during  1962.  The 
proportion  of  patients  receiving  some  form  of  analgesia  rose  by 
5%  in  the  year  under  review  to  88.3%.  The  trend  towards 
using  Trilene  instead  of  gas  and  air,  continued.  In  1963  only 
30  patients  had  gas  and  air  compared  with  50  in  1962,  and 
compared  with  205  in  1961. 


Pethidine  alone 

52 

Gas  & Air  alone  

27 

Gas  & Air  & Pethidine  

7 

Trilene  alone  

189 

Trilene  & Pethidine  

263 

TOTAL 

538 

Ante- Natal  Clinics 

There  was  again  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  attendances 
made  at  Antenatal  clinics  run  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Council.  This  decline  was  again  in  favour  of  those  clinics  in 
which  the  General  Practitioner  sees  his  own  patients,  mostly  in 
our  own  Clinics  under  an  arrangement  envisaged  in  the 
Cranbrook  Committee  Report. 

During  the  year  379  women  made  2,253  attendances  at 
official  clinics,  compared  with  494  women  who  made  2,361 
attendances  in  the  previous  year.  The  relaxation  and  Health 
Education  clinics  thrived  very  well  during  the  year  and  1,342 
attendances  were  made  at  such  clinics  compared  with  762 
in  the  previous  year. 


Attendanes  at  Relaxation  Clinics 


Clinic 

No.  of 
sessions 
held 

Number  of  attendances 

By  institutionally 
booked  patients 

By  domiciliary 
booked  patients 

Total 

Cudworth  . . . . 

20 

35 

52 

87 

Da  r field 

39 

57 

181 

238 

Dart  on 

40 

164 

109 

273 

Dodworth  . . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Royston  . . . 

42 

65 

109 

174 

Wombwell  . . . 

46 

348 

97 

445 

Worsbrough  . . 

42 

75 

50 

125 

Total 

229 

744 

598 

1342 

The  attendances  at  Darton  Clinic  fell  during  the  year 
and  33  women  made  132  attendances  during  the  year.  In 
addition  to  this,  24  women  made  38  attendances  for  post- 
natal examination.  Attendances  at  Gawber  Clinic  remained 
almost  stationary  and  during  the  year  4 women  made  17 
attendances,  in  addition  2 women  made  2 attendances  for 
post-natal  examination. 

It  should  be  noted  that  at  Darton  Clinic  we  have 
endeavoured  to  implement  the  Cranbrook  Committee  Report, 
and  in  addition  to  these  figures  given  above,  two  general 
practitioners  now  hold  their  own  clinics  in  our  premises. 
This  does  much  to  foster  good  liaison  between  the  general 
practitioners  and  midwives  concerned,  and  I leel  that  this  is 
to  be  encouraged  wherever  possible. 

Attendance  at  the  relaxation  clinic  at  Darton  proved  to 
be  very  popular.  44  women  made  273  attendances. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Division 
declined  slightly,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  number  of 
children  attending  rose  slightly.  During  1963,  3,703  children 
made  38,744  attendances,  compared  with  1962,  when  3,337 
children  made  40,660  attendances. 


Clinic 

ATTENDANCES 

Children  born 
1962  and  1963 

Children  bom 
1958  - 1961 

TOTAL 

Darton 

2215 

965 

3180 

Gawber 

608 

313 

921 

Staincross  . . . 

2076 

651 

2727 

Total 

4899 

1929 

6828 

Health  Visiting 

The  total  number  of  effective  \isits  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Visiting  and  allied  staffs  amounted  to  40,861,  an 
increase  of  just  over  6,000  compared  with  1962.  The  table 
below  shows  the  work  carried  out  in  some  detail.  There 
was  a very  slight  falling  off  in  the  number  of  visits  paid 
under  the  age  of  5 years,  and  any  tendency  in  this  direction 
is  to  be  regretted.  The  amount  of  teaching  carried  out  in 
secondary  schools  remained  exactly  the  same,  and  1 regret 
that  I cannot  see  any  significant  increase  in  this  until  more 
staff  are  recruited.  This  service  is  of  paramount  importance 
and  is  capable  of  being  vastly  expanded.  I am  pleased  to 
report  that,  the  number  of  ineffective  visits  again  fell  so  that 
they  represent  4.9%  of  the  total  compared  with  7.4%  in  1962 
and  11.2%  in  1961. 


40 


Total 

40,861 

2027 

Geriatric 
other  than 
for  domestic 
help 

3195 

68 

Total 
Visits 
under  5 

19556 

1451 

Visits  to 
children 
born  in 
1958-61 

7780 

439 

Visits  to 
children 
born  in 
1962 

5538 

418 

Visits  to 
children 
born  in 
1963 

6238 

594 
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In  addition  to  the  work  carried  out  above,  a great  deal 
of  Health  Education  work  was  carried  out  in  formal  groups. 
The  equivalent  of  38  half  days  were  spent  in  lecturing  clubs 
and  107  equivalent  in  schools.  The  scheme  of  testing  all 
babies  for  Phenylketonuria  was  continued,  and  during  the 
year  1355  babies  were  tested  all  of  whom  proved  negative. 
In  addition  to  this  the  Ortoland  test  was  carried  out  wherever 
possible,  and  this  led  to  the  detection  of  unstable  hip  joints 
in  four  babies.  These  were  referred  to  the  consultant 
orthopaedic  surgeon  and  promptly  treated  with  the  consent 
of  the  fa  mil  v doctor. 
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Home  Nursing 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  by 
the  Home  Nursing  service  during  the  year,  when  41,120  visits 
were  made  compared  with  40.143  in  1962.  The  largest  increase 
was  in  visits  to  medical  cases,  this  amounting  to  nearly  two 
thousand.  There  was  also  a substantial  increase  in  the  number 
of  visits  to  tuberculosis  cases  where  467  visits  were  made 
compared  with  320  in  the  previous  year.  54%  of  the  patients 
were  over  the  age  of  65,  compared  with  55%  in  1962. 

Loam  of  Equipment 

This  service  was  continued  and  issues  again  showed  a slight 
increase  on  those  made  in  the  previous  year  : — 


No.  of  No.  of 

issues  issues 


Bedding — blankets 

....  21 

1V1  attresses  

62 

pillows 

....  16 

Pressure  rings  

79 

pillowcases 

....  28 

Rubber  Sheets  

210 

sheets 

....  44 

Urinal  Bottles  

132 

Bed  Cradles  

....  32 

Crutches  

24 

Bed  pans  

....  198 

Walking  Aids  

31 

Bedsteads  with  pole 

....  18 

Wheel  Chairs — Adult 

53 

Bedsteads — other  .... 

....  21 

Wheel  Chairs — Junior 

9 

Commodes  

....  63 

Adult  Cot  

3 

Cushions — Dunlopillo 

....  7 

Draw  Sheets  

53 

Fracture  Boards  .... 

....  6 

Feeding  Cups  

5 

Bed  Rests  

....  94 

Chiropody 

The  number  of  patients  treated  under  this  service  rose 
during  the  year,  but  there  was  very  little  increase  in  the  number 
of  treatments  actually  carried  out.  This  was  probably  due  in 
the  main  to  a period  of  sickness  suffered  by  one  of  the 
chiropodists.  I must  again  draw  attention  to  the  high  proportion 
of  patients  receiving  domiciliary  treatment.  This  is  a service 
which  is  exjx^nsive  to  give  and  only  housebound  persons  should 
be  receiving  it. 

J am  becoming  increasingly  conscious  that  the  service  is 
essentially  a j>alliative  one  in  its  present  form.  1 know  that,  it  is 
much  appreciated  by  the  elderly,  but  I feel  that  it  is  high  time 
that  it  was  extended  to  include  schoolchildren,  strictly  in 
association  with  the  school  health  service.  1 am  sure  that  this 
would  only  increase  the  work  by  a small  percentage,  but  it  would 
bring  the  service  into  the  truly  preventive  held. 
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Home  Help  Service 

l he  Home  Help  Service  was  again  provided  mainly  for  the 
elderly  and  the  proportion  of  hours  expended  in  this  category 
was  89.4%,  almost  exactly  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year. 
1’he  number  of  households  assisted  during  the  year  showed  a 
slight  decline  to  869.  This  is  a very  unusual  trend  but  perhaps 
a truer  comparison  would  be  that  at  the  end  of  1963,  739  house- 
holds were  being  assisted  wreekly  compared  with  7 09  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  hours  received  rose 
slightly  to  140,632  compared  with  136,180  in  the  previous  year. 
The  small  table  shows  the  analysis  of  cases  and  hours  during 
1963.  and  the  large  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  service  over 
the  past  ten  years. 

Number  of  cases 


Category 

From 

previous 

Year 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Hours 

Employed 

Over  65  

640 

122 

762 

125706 

Under  65 — 

Chronic  sick 

55 

19 

74 

11458 

Mentally  Disordered 

— 

3 

3 

321 

Maternity  

1 

8 

9 

472 

Others  

14 

7 

21 

2675 

TOTAL 

710 

159 

869 

140632 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  HOME  HELP  SERVICE 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


A.  Cases  ascertained  to  be  mentally  sub-normal  : 

Under 
16  yrs. 

i.  Local  Education  Authority  : 

a.  While  at  school  or  liable  to 

attend  school  10 

b.  On  leaving  special  school 

c.  On  leaving  ordinary  school  ....  4 

ii.  Police  or  by  the  Courts 

iii.  Other  sources  (transfer  from  other 
districts,  re-ascertainments,  etc.)  .... 


Over 
16  yrs. 


2 


14  3 


15.  Particulars  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during  1963  : 


Under  Over 

16  yrs.  16  yrs. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

i.  By  reason  of  death — — — — 

ii.  Declassified  

iii.  Removal  to  hospitals  1 — 11 

iv.  Transfer  to  other  districts  — — 11 


1 — 2 2 


C.  Particulars  of  Cases  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1963  : 


Under  Over 

16  yrs.  16  yrs. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Care  and  Guidance  19  17  96  106 


Training  Facilities  for  mentally  sub-normal  patients 

During  the  year  these  facilities  were  completely  re-organised 
when  the  adult  wing  opened  in  July  at  Wombwell.  This  means 
that  we  have  a training  centre  capable  of  training  patients  from 
3 or  4 years  old  level  right  through  to  industrial  work.  It  may 
in  future  l>e  possible  to  train  some  of  the  patients  to  take  their 
place  in  industry,  but  even  for  those  less  fortunate  it  is  hoped 
to  provide  sheltered  employment  for  many  years  to  come.  The 
re-organised  centre  catered  for  25  Juniors  (15  males  and  10 
females)  and  58  adults  (27  males  and  31  females).  This  re- 
organisation enabled  the  junior  centre  to  take  some  younger 
children  and  thus  begin  even  younger  social  training.  1 am  sure 
the  benefits  of  this  will  be  felt  in  the  years  to  come. 

Already  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  adults  were  beginning 
to  do  work  on  a contract  basis  for  County  Supplies.  It  is  hoped 
to  extend  this  to  a greater  range  of  work  and  a greater  number 
of  sources. 
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Accommodation 

8 sub-normal  patients  were  admitted  for  short-stay  accom- 
modation, which  was  appreciated  by  the  parents.  6 patients  were 
admitted  to  permanent  care  during  the  year. 


Psychiatric  Service 

The  following  table  shows  admissions  to  mental  hospitals 


during  1963  : 

Patients 

Patients 

Hospital 

under  65 

over  65 

Storthes  Hall  

51 

5 

Stanley  Royd  

6 

9 

Retreat,  York  

— 

1 

Total  .... 

57 

15 

13  new  after-care  cases  were  referred  to  the  service. 
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Tabb  & Moore  Ltd.,  Printers,  George  Yard,  Barnsley. 


